
  

17 December 2020 

Over the past six months, the Bundestag and the Bundesrat, acting on the basis of their Work 
Programme of 18 June 2020 and of the Declaration made by the Parliaments of the Federal 
Republic of Germany, the Portuguese Republic and the Republic of Slovenia on 29 June 2020 on 
the preparation and running of the parliamentary dimension of the Trio Presidency of the 
Council of the European Union, have held a total of 12 events and conferences as well as other 
meetings in special formats with a view to advancing discussions on the main political tasks of 
the European Union with the European Parliament, the European Commission and the 
Presidency of the Council and enhancing cooperation between the various political levels in the 
Union.  
 
For the first time in the existence of Council Presidencies and their parliamentary monitoring, 
the entire programme of events had to be conducted in video format, because the COVID-19 
pandemic made it impossible for direct personal encounters to take place among Members of 
Parliament and with others in positions of political responsibility. Thanks to the great interest 
shown in the events and the need for exchanges of views and information as well as discussion 
on the management of the COVID-19 pandemic and its economic and social implications as well 
as on numerous other formidable challenges facing the EU, all of the events have contributed to 
the efforts to create a stronger Europe after the crisis, to increase the Union’s capacity to act as 
well as fostering closer cooperation among the parliaments of Europe at this extraordinary time. 
 
We shall support the Parliaments of Portugal and Slovenia, our partners in the Presidency Trio, 
in their work to make the Parliamentary Dimension of the Council Presidency a success and so 
continue on the path of close cooperation.  
 
Against this backdrop, we conducted the following events and conferences, some of which were 
co-chaired with the European Parliament. 
 
 
1. Briefing talks with the European Parliament and the European Commission 
 
Meeting with the Conference of Presidents of the European Parliament, 27 May 2020 

In the exchange of views attended by the President of the Bundestag, the chairs of the 
parliamentary groups in the Bundestag, the President of the Bundesrat and the Conference of 
Presidents of the European Parliament (comprising the President of the European Parliament and 
the chairs of its political groups) the main subjects of discussion were the challenges posed by 
the COVID-19 pandemic regarding creating a resilient and fair Europe, the prospects for the 
Conference on the Future of Europe as well as the Multiannual Financial Framework for 2021-
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2027 and the planned NextGenerationEU recovery instrument. Only a few hours earlier, the 
European Commission had published its new proposals and presented them to the European 
Parliament. The funding of investments for the future to tackle climate change and reshape 
economies in Europe, the promotion of new technology and the digital transition as well as the 
question of more cooperation in the health sector featured prominently in discussions between 
the representatives of the Bundestag, the Bundesrat and the European Parliament. It was agreed 
that such action was imperative if the disruptive crisis were to serve as an opportunity to make 
Europe more innovative and dynamic. Overall, the participants welcomed the Commission’s 
proposal as a sign of solidarity in the midst of a pandemic and supported the novel EU funding 
instrument. They also stressed the need, however, to meet their parliamentary responsibilities 
during the forthcoming national deliberations.  
 
Dr Wolfgang Schäuble, President of the Bundestag, highlighted that the COVID-19 pandemic had 
also radically altered the plans for the Parliamentary Dimension of the Council Presidency. 
According to him, direct contact and exchanges with colleagues from other parliaments played a 
key part in promoting understanding of each other’s points of view and appreciation of Europe’s 
diversity as an asset. For that reason interparliamentary meetings were an essential element of 
every Presidency of the Council of the EU. He also introduced the planned programme of events 
and announced a high-level conference on migration and asylum for the autumn of 2020, to be 
conducted jointly by the European Parliament, the European Commission and the Parliaments of 
Germany, Portugal and Slovenia. The President of the European Parliament, David-Maria Sassoli, 
strongly supported the idea of such a conference, stating that it could contribute to enhanced 
interparliamentary cooperation in this field.  
 
 
Meeting with the European Commission, 2 July 2020 

On 2 July 2020, the College of Commissioners was briefed on the priorities of the Parliamentary 
Dimension of Germany’s Presidency of the Council of the EU at a video conference in which the 
President of the Bundestag and the chairs of its parliamentary groups as well as the President of 
the Bundesrat took part. The President of the European Commission also outlined the main tasks 
facing the EU in the coming months – dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic and its implications 
for economy society as well as international trade and adopting the Multiannual Financial 
Framework and the NextGenerationEU recovery instrument. Other priorities she listed were the 
initial implementation of the European Green Deal and the negotiation of the Pact on Migration 
and Asylum, the purpose of which was to combine solidarity with regulation of migration. She 
also referred to the challenge of successfully concluding the negotiations on future relations 
between the EU and the United Kingdom, important issues of foreign and security policy as well 
as the further development of EU relations with the United States, China, Russia and Turkey. 
 
In the discussion the rapid conclusion of the negotiations on the Multiannual Financial 
Framework as well as the recovery instrument and the swift ratification by national parliaments 
of the Own Resources Decision were major prerequisites for emerging quickly from the crisis, 
stimulating the economy and giving a new impetus for ground-breaking innovations. Investments 
in a carbon-neutral economy, digitalisation and new technologies in order to create jobs in 
future-oriented industries are to be at the forefront of these efforts. The wish for a continuous 
exchange with the European Commission on these matters was expressed. The German side also 
signalled affirmation on the objectives and orientation of the planned Conference on the Future 
of Europe stressing the need for a participation of national parliaments in the Conference on an 
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equal footing. The Commission’s Vice-President Maroš Šefčovič, who is responsible for 
interinstitutional relations, emphasised the great importance of cooperation with national 
parliaments for the Commission. He stated that strong support from the parliaments for EU policy 
contributed to its democratic legitimacy. 
 
As well as the President of the Commission, Ursula von der Leyen, the three Executive Vice-
Presidents, Valdis Dombrovskis, Frans Timmermanș and Margrethe Vestager, along with the 
Vice-President and High Representative for Foreign Affars and Security Policy, Josep Borrell i 
Fontelles, Vice-President Maroš Šefčovič and Commissioner Ylva Johansson, took part in the 
exchanges. 
 
 
2. COSAC events and conferences 

 
COSAC Meeting of Chairpersons, 14 September 2020 

At the meeting, the chairpersons of the EU affairs committees of the member states’ parliaments 
and the European Parliament exchanged views with Federal Minister of Foreign Affairs Heiko 
Maas, President-in-Office of the Council of the EU, on matters such as the geopolitical challenges 
facing the EU, particularly the situation in Belarus and relations with Russia and China. Other 
subjects of discussion were the negotiations between the EU and the United Kingdom, the digital 
transition and European policy on asylum and migration. Some speakers called for a swift start 
for the Conference on the Future of Europe, while others reaffirmed their wish for a speedy 
agreement in the current negotiations on the Multiannual Financial Framework. The latter 
subject also permeated the second discussion session with Frans Timmermans, Executive Vice-
President of the Commission, on the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic and lessons to be learned 
from the crisis. In this context, the speakers focused mainly on the NextGenerationEU recovery 
instrument and the funding of the digital and green transitions. Many speakers also voiced 
support for more cooperation and coordination within the EU, particularly with a view to 
avoiding new border closures and to guaranteeing the functioning of the internal market. 
Chair: Gunter Krichbaum (Bundestag) and Guido Wolf (Bundesrat) 
Participating Members of Parliament: 49 from 27 member states and 5 other countries as well as 
from the European Parliament 
 
At a special meeting on 17 September 2020, the chairpersons discussed the state of negotiations 
between the EU and the United Kingdom with Michel Barnier, Head of the Task Force for 
Relations with the United Kingdom. Many of the participants expressed disappointment at the 
stagnation of the negotiations and the loss of trust resulting from Britain’s Internal Market Bill.  
 
On 29 October 2020, a virtual meeting of the COSAC Chairpersons took place with Vera Jourová, 
Vice-President of the Commission, and Didier Reynders, Commissioner for Justice, on the 
occasion of the publication of the Commission’s first Rule of Law Report. On 23 November 2020, 
Margrethe Vestager, Executive Vice-President of the Commission, had a virtual meeting with the 
same group to answer questions on the competition and industry policy of the Commission as 
well as on a range of matters relating to the digital transition.  
 
The special video conference formats enabled the EU affairs committees of national parliaments 
to obtain immediate first-hand accounts and to discuss important current topics. In the view of 
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the Bundestag and the Bundesrat, these formats have certainly proven their worth over the past 
few months and could be continued as a COSAC agora by future Presidency parliaments.  
 
 
Virtual COSAC (30 November – 1 December 2020) 

On 30 November and 1 December 2020, the virtual Conference of Parliamentary Committees for 
Union Affairs of Parliaments of the European Union (COSAC) took place. The conference began 
with a topical debate on transatlantic relations. The representatives of the EU affairs committees 
of member states’ national parliaments and of the European Parliament saw the outcome of the 
US presidential election as grounds for cautious optimism in terms of more reliability and a 
revival of cooperation in multilateral fora, although there was certainly a note of self-criticism in 
calls for the EU to show greater self-reliance in the field of defence and internal security. 
 
The second session dealt with cooperation in the EU regarding pandemics and preventive 
health care. In the debate with Dr Andrea Ammon, Director of the European Centre for Disease 
Prevention and Control (ECDC), and Thomas Gebhart, Parliamentary State Secretary at the 
Federal Ministry of Health, demands were raised, for instance, for better digital interconnection 
and for a system of data exchange based on uniform criteria. Difficulties associated with testing 
and tracing and the need for harmonisation of travel rules within the EU were also referred to. 
Some Members of Parliament also advocated for strengthening the ECDC.  
 
In the third discussion session, Federal Chancellor Dr Angela Merkel provided an interim review 
of Germany’s Presidency of the Council. A wide range of issues were addressed in the debate, 
including the Multiannual Financial Framework and the NextGenerationEU recovery instrument, 
the Union’s external relations, such as those with China, the enlargement policy, migration and 
asylum as well as the climate goals for 2030. The latter had to be ambitious but attainable for 
industry, according to the Federal Chancellor. 
 
The fourth session with Dr Ursula von der Leyen, President of the European Commission, was 
devoted to the future of the EU. The President of the Commission responded to a key demand 
made by many national parliaments, assuring them that she would advocate for their appropriate 
involvement in the planned Conference on the Future of Europe, including the steering body. 
The debate was characterised by a focus on strategic issues, such as the green transition and 
enlargement of the EU. According to President von der Leyen, the Multiannual Financial 
Framework and the recovery fund should also be seen as opportunities to modernise the 
European economy. 
 
The final item on the agenda initiated a discussion between the delegates and invited African 
guests. In his keynote address, former President of the Federal Republic of Germany, Professor 
Horst Köhler, an expert on Africa, encouraged the delegates not to view Africa as an object of 
well-meaning welfare any more but as an independent political actor with its own visions, its 
own political will and its own options for action and as an equal partner. This resonated strongly 
with the delegates and the African guests. The subsequent discussion highlighted uniting factors 
and some existing challenges, for example with regard to agricultural policy.  
Chair: Gunter Krichbaum (Bundestag) and Guido Wolf (Bundesrat) 
Participating Members of Parliament: 130 from 27 member states and 9 other countries as well 
as from the European Parliament  
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3.  Seventeenth Inter-Parliamentary Conference for the Common Foreign and Security Policy 

and the Common Security and Defence Policy, 4 September 2020 

The first session of the Conference was devoted to a discussion with the High Representative of 
the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, Josep Borrell i Fontelles. In his introduction, 
he outlined the geopolitical situation and the most urgent issues facing the EU. The main focal 
points of the discussion were current events in Belarus, the Middle East and the Mediterranean 
as well as relations with China and the United States. It was emphasised that the crisis resulting 
from the COVID-19 pandemic had highlighted the need for a more convincing and more effective 
EU foreign and security policy. At the same time, the pandemic had revealed that the global 
system had been weakened and that multilateralism was under pressure. In the changing 
geopolitical landscape, it was the responsibility of the EU to act as a global player and a guardian 
of the multilateral rules-based order centred on the United Nations. The task of the EU was to 
enhance international cooperation with the assistance of the system of multilateral organisations 
and to strategically close ranks with like-minded partners and other global players. A number of 
participants also welcomed the “global response of the EU to COVID-19”, which is focused on 
the most endangered countries, and recalled that the geopolitical action of the EU depended to a 
significant extent on the allocation of adequate funding in the forthcoming Multiannual Financial 
Framework. 
 
The theme of the second conference session was Paths towards a European Defence Union – 
strategic realignment of the EU’s security and defence policy. Dr Ronja Kempin of Stiftung 
Wissenschaft und Politik, the Research Institute for International Politics and Security, 
introduced the session, followed by a lively debate on the next steps in the development of 
Europe’s defence capabilities. Some of the participants emphasised the need for NATO member 
states participating in appropriate EU programmes such as the European Defence Fund to 
contribute to a new era of genuine interoperability. The aims of pooling and sharing, developing 
capabilities and deploying troops to assist the EU and the transatlantic alliance must be more 
vigorously pursued than in the past. There were also calls for the Commission, the High 
Representative and all parliaments in the EU to engage actively in the debate on the development 
of a common European defence policy. At the heart of the discussions was the question on how 
progress could be made towards the gradual achievement of the objectives set out in Article 42(2) 
of the Treaty on European Union.  
Chair: Dietmar Nietan (Bundestag) and David McAllister (European Parliament) 
Participating Members of Parliament: 138 from 27 member states and 5 other countries as well 
as from the European Parliament 
 
 
4. Fifteenth Interparliamentary Conference on Stability, Economic Coordination and 

Governance (SECG) in the European Union, 12 October 2020 

The Conference, established by Article 13 of the Treaty on Stability, Coordination and 
Governance in the Economic and Monetary Union, devoted its first session to the question: New 
partnership: will monetary policy now receive the requested fiscal support? The focus of this 
session was the interplay between monetary and fiscal policy in the Economic and Monetary 
Union (EMU). In addition, issues relating to the expansive monetary policy of the European 
Central Bank (ECB), the current national and European fiscal stimuli and the architecture of EMU 
as well as its possible construction flaws were closely examined. The head of the German 
delegation emphasised his wish for a regular dialogue on monetary policy with the ECB as part of 
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the biannual SECG Conferences. The session was introduced by Professor Isabel Schnabel of the 
ECB Executive Board and Olaf Scholz, Federal Minister of Finance and President-in-Office of the 
Economic and Financial Affairs Council.  
 
The theme of the second session was The future of the European fiscal rules: are they still 
constructive? The discussions were focussed on the identification of the mechanisms with which 
enduringly sound public finances and sustainable growth could be effectively ensured, 
macroeconomic imbalances avoided, member states’ economic performance levelled up and 
closer coordination of economic policies in the euro area achieved. In view of the fact that the 
rules of the Stability and Growth Pact had been temporarily set aside in March 2020 for the first 
time because of the COVID-19 pandemic, the debate focused particularly on considering how the 
fiscal pathway should be shaped in the next two to three years. The session was introduced by 
Klaus Regling, Managing Director of the European Stability Mechanism (ESM), and Paolo 
Gentiloni, European Commissioner for Economy. 
 
Taking current economic developments as its starting point, the third session, under the heading 
“Europe in recovery – what are the next steps?” dealt with details of the NextGenerationEU 
recovery plan as well as the forthcoming Multiannual Financial Framework and its 
implementation in the member states. The interconnection of the Recovery and Resilience 
Facility with national initiatives and the involvement of national parliaments and the European 
Parliament were further subjects of the session, which was introduced by Valdis Dombrovskis, 
Executive Vice-President of the European Commission, and Peter Altmaier, Federal Minister for 
Economic Affairs and Energy and President-in-Office of the Economic and Financial Affairs 
Council. 
Chair: Dr André Berghegger, Dr (h.c.) Hans Michelbach and Oliver Wittke (all Bundestag) 
Participating Members of Parliament: 122 from 26 member states and 5 other countries as well 
as from the European Parliament 
 
 
5. High-level Interparliamentary Conference on Migration and Asylum in Europe, 19 

November 2020 

This first-ever High-level Interparliamentary Conference on Migration and Asylum in Europe was 
jointly organised by the European Parliament, the European Commission, the Bundestag and the 
Portuguese and Slovenian Parliaments, involving the participation of members of national 
parliaments of EU member states and of the European Parliament.  
 
The aims of the conference, which was initiated by the Bundestag, were to generate a wide-
ranging discussion among parliamentarians of the European Commission’s new proposals on 
migration and asylum, to promote understanding of each other’s positions on these issues in 
order to achieve progress in the formulation of a common EU policy on migration and asylum 
and to inject fresh vitality into the relevant Council negotiations. The Conference contained some 
innovative features that were new to interparliamentary meetings, such as a panel discussion on 
the subject of Managing asylum and migration together with the Presidents of the Bundestag, the 
European Commission and the European Parliament, the Director General of the International 
Organization for Migration (IOM) and Members of Parliament. In this discussion, an expectation 
for a resolution of the present deadlock that would allow a fresh start for European policy on 
migration and asylum was voiced. Such progress was described as indispensable, not least for the 
sake of the Union’s global credibility. Afterwards, in three simultaneous round-table discussion 
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groups, devoted respectively to the relationship between solidarity and responsibility in the 
management of migration and asylum, to the external dimension of migration and to legal 
migration and integration, focused deliberations took place involving representatives of the 
Commission, the German Presidency of the Council, members of parliaments and regional 
politicians as well as practitioners from non-governmental organisations and the private sector. 
Experiences on the ground were contrasted with national and European perspectives, and an 
urgent appeal was made for a rapid solution. According to participants people entitled to asylum 
should be assisted, which would ease the pressure on member states on the external borders. It 
should be possible for migrants with no entitlement to international protection to be repatriated 
swiftly. At the second round table it became clear that migration was closely connected with 
numerous other factors, which made cooperation with non-EU countries a prerequisite for a 
constructive approach to migration issues. Comprehensive partnerships and cooperation with 
countries of origin and transit were therefore needed. At the third thematic round table, 
proposals regarding legal migration were demanded from the Commission. In addition, the need 
for swift completion of the deliberations on the Blue Card Directive was emphasised, including a 
need for EU rules for lower-skilled immigrants. 
 
The conference ended with a plenary discussion, which included reports from all three round 
tables and closing statements from the Presidents of the Bundestag and the European Parliament, 
both of whom welcomed the great interest that the Conference had aroused among Members of 
Parliament and undertook to continue the process that had been set in motion.  
Chair: David-Maria Sassoli, President of the European Parliament, Andrea Lindholz (Bundestag), 
Juan Fernando López Aguilar (European Parliament), Monika Gregorčič (Slovenian National 
Assembly), Tomas Tobé (European Parliament) and Luís Capoulas Santos (Assembly of the 
Portuguese Republic) 
Participating Members of Parliament: 105 from 24 member states and one other country as well 
as from the European Parliament  
 
 
6. Thematic conferences of committee chairpersons from national parliaments and the 

European Parliament 
 
Europe in the pandemic: research and innovation for a more resilient health system, 
7 September 2020 

The Conference undertook a first interim review of the effects of the pandemic on member 
states’ health systems and addressed proposals for closer cooperation in the health sector, new 
ideas for the promotion of health research and ways of managing crises with the aid of digital 
instruments. In the first session, Sandra Gallina, Deputy Director-General of the European 
Commission’s Directorate-General for Health and Food Safety, Dr Peter Liese, a member of the 
European Parliament Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety, Dr Andrea 
Ammon, Director of the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC), and Manuel 
Pizarro, substitute member of the European Parliament Committee on the Environment, Public 
Health and Food Safety, engaged with the participating Members of Parliament in discussions 
that focused chiefly on the lessons that could be learned so far from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
There was agreement that even closer cooperation was needed among member states in health 
matters. The participants agreed that it was a key task of policymakers in the EU and the member 
states to ensure, even in times of crisis, that the population was supplied with important 
medicinal products and medical equipment at all times. They also discussed possibilities for a 
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digitalisation of the health sector, leading to better and faster data exchange and ultimately to a 
common European Health Data Space, which is necessary to track infection developments and 
should be sought. In this context, mutual compatibility of the various coronavirus apps was also 
considered essential. Another point raised was the extension of testing and the assessment of 
infection risks as the first and decisive response to cross-border health hazards. The handling of 
infection figures, however, had to be standardised and based on common criteria. A number of 
Members of Parliament advocated better preparation and coordination of joint crisis-response 
actions and supported strengthening the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
(ECDC) and its integration into an EU-wide reporting system.  
 
The second session was devoted to cross-border cooperation in health research and European 
research funding to support sustainable crisis management. Keynote addresses were delivered by 
Jean-Eric Paquet, Director-General for Research and Innovation at the European Commission, and 
Professor Christian Drosten, Director of the Institute of Virology at the Charité university hospital 
in Berlin. They emphasised, among other things, the need for supra-European as well as 
European approaches to the global phenomenon of the COVID-19 pandemic. Participants 
specifically focused on the research needed in the context of the current pandemic and on its 
financial framework. They unanimously concluded that the EU and its member states could 
achieve more by pooling their resources. In doing so, more benefits should be derived from the 
polarity between the focus on research excellence in some countries and the focus on needs-
based research in others. An important role is to be attached to the exchange of research data in a 
trustworthy environment and more should be done to promote scientific communication to 
counteract disinformation. Similarly, ancillary epidemiological research required greater 
attention. Many Members of Parliament therefore supported the calls from the European 
Parliament for more resources to be made available in the forthcoming deliberations on the 
Multiannual Financial Framework for health research (EU4Health) and for research in general 
(Horizon Europe). At the same time, national parliaments were reminded of the need to ensure 
that 3% of each member state’s GDP was devoted to research. 
Chair: Erwin Rüddel, Dr Ernst Dieter Rossmann and Manuel Höferlin (all Bundestag) 
Participating Members of Parliament: 59 from 24 member states and two other countries as well 
as from the European Parliament 
 
 
The European Green Deal and the Common Agricultural Policy: for a sustainable and climate-
neutral Europe, 5 October 2020 

At the heart of this Conference were the implementation of the Paris Climate Agreement by the 
EU, the European Green Deal presented by the European Commission and the future of the 
Common Agricultural Policy. In a session devoted to the environmental, economic and mobility-
related aspects of the European Green Deal, Members of Parliament engaged in discussion with 
Frans Timmermans, Executive Vice-President of the European Commission, Herald Ruijters, 
Director in the Directorate-General for Mobility and Transport at the European Commission, and 
Michał Kurtyka, Minister of Climate of the Republic of Poland. Among the main subjects of 
discussion were the linking of environmental and economic measures to achieve the climate 
goals of the EU and climate-neutral and smart mobility of the future. In this context, the EU 
institutions and the Member States were urged to ensure that, in a spirit of solidarity and social 
welfare, no one was left behind in the necessary transition. Rather every available opportunity 
should be grasped to open up new economic prospects and create new jobs. In addition, there 
was detailed discussion on the funding of the European Green Deal with its broad range of 
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projects. To take account of wide national and regional disparities, the necessary resources 
would have to be made available in the Multiannual Financial Framework and through the 
NextGenerationEU recovery instrument. The EU institutions and member state governments were 
urged to further intensify their dialogue with national parliaments so that the latter could 
contribute even more effectively to explaining the aims and objectives of the European Green 
Deal to the citizens of member states and facilitate a public debate in this regard.  
 
In the second session, attention was focused particularly on the European Commission’s proposal 
for a transition to a sustainable food system in the framework of the Common Agricultural Policy 
of the EU. Following words of welcome from Julia Klöckner, Federal Minister of Food and 
Agriculture and President-in-Office of the Agriculture and Fisheries Council, the Members of 
Parliament engaged in discussion with Janusz Wojciechowski, European Commissioner for 
Agriculture, and Norbert Lins, Chair of the European Parliament Committee on Agriculture and 
Rural Development. The debate centred on matters relating to the implementation of the Farm to 
Fork Strategy and generational renewal in agriculture, an imminent process in many member 
states. Other subjects of discussion were the linking of minimum percentages of direct payments 
to eco-schemes and the basic environmental benefit criteria for the commitment of resources to 
various climate and environmental measures from the European Agricultural Fund for Rural 
Development.  
Chair: Sylvia Kotting-Uhl, Cem Özdemir and Alois Gerig (all Bundestag) 
Participating Members of Parliament: 79 from 24 member states and two other countries as well 
as from the European Parliament 
 
 
For a social and fair Europe, 9 November 2020 

In the first part of this conference, Members of Parliament tried to find answers to the question 
how strengthening the social dimension on the basis of the European Pillar of Social Rights 
could make the EU and its member states more crisis-proof. The discussions focused especially 
on the social challenges arising in connection with the fight against the COVID-19 pandemic and 
on the new proposal from the European Commission for a European minimum-wage framework. 
Addressing the Members of Parliament and replying to their questions were Nicolas Schmit, 
European Commissioner for Jobs and Social Rights, and Detlef Scheele, Chairman of the 
Executive Board of the Federal Employment Agency. During the debate, many Members of 
Parliament expressed appreciation of the effective response of member states and the EU 
institutions, especially the Commission, to the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, particularly 
in the social field, and endorsed the newly introduced European instruments, especially the 
€100bn SURE instrument designed to support short-time working schemes in the member states. 
At the same time, a number of participants advocated measures against social dumping between 
member states and for decisive action to prevent a race to the bottom for wage levels in the 
internal market. Many Members of Parliament were generally in favour of even closer national, 
European and international cooperation in the field of social policy, insisting that solidarity and 
sovereignty should be the key features of such cooperation.  
 
In a second session, the participants addressed European companies’ duty of due diligence with 
regard to their supply chains as part of the responsibility of the EU for the welfare of workers in 
the world. The guest contributors to this discussion were Didier Reynders, European 
Commissioner for Justice, Lara Wolters, member of the European Parliament Committee on Legal 
Affairs and author of its own-initiative report on corporate due diligence and accountability, and 
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Dr Annette Niederfranke, Director of the Representation of the International Labour Organization 
(ILO) in Germany. Among the main questions discussed were the possibilities to shape a legally 
binding European instrument in order to ensure fair working conditions and compliance with 
environmental standards in third countries with which the EU trades. 
Chair: Matthias Bartke and Uwe Kekeritz (both Bundestag) 
Participating Members of Parliament: 63 from 24 member states and one other country as well as 
from the European Parliament  
 
 
7. Seventh meeting of the Joint Parliamentary Scrutiny Group for Europol, 

28/29 September 2020 

The main themes of the meeting were the challenges facing Europol and cross-border police 
cooperation in times of pandemic, current developments with regard to right-wing extremism 
and right-wing terrorism in the EU as well as the future role of Europol in view of the anticipated 
Commission proposal for an amendment of the Europol Regulation. Post-Brexit relations between 
the United Kingdom and the EU in the realm of internal security were also on the agenda. 
Representatives of Europol reported on the individual items. Ylva Johansson, European 
Commissioner for Home Affairs, and Horst Seehofer, Federal Minister of the Interior, in his 
capacity as President-in-Office of the Justice and Home Affairs Council, also took part in the 
meeting. Bernhard Wittlaut, President of the Office for the Protection of the Constitution of 
Lower Saxony, took part as a guest expert on the subject of right-wing terrorism. 
 
Following the discussions, the German co-chairs formulated four key points: 
(1) In the current negotiations on the next Multiannual Financial Framework, a course correction 
was required to provide Europol with sufficient financial and human resources. (2) For the 
Europe-wide fight against right-wing terrorism and right-wing extremism, a task of the utmost 
urgency for Europol, there was a need for new, up-to-date investigation techniques, a common 
definition of right-wing extremism within the EU and closer coordination of member states’ 
policies, systems and actions. (3) In view of the imminent amendment of the Europol Regulation, 
among other things, there was a need to establish legal certainty regarding the Europol’s 
processing of personal data in the context of data protection requirements. (4) There was an 
urgent need to find a solution that would enable Europol and the United Kingdom to continue 
their close cooperation after 31 December 2020. 
The results of the meeting were recorded in a set of summary conclusions. 
Chair: Juan Fernando López Aguilar (European Parliament), Susanne Mittag (Bundestag) and 
Boris Pistorius (Bundesrat) 
Participating Members of Parliament: 103 from 27 member states and one other country as well 
as from the European Parliament 
 
 
8. First meeting of the national parliaments and the European Parliament for the evaluation of 

Eurojust activities, 1 December 2020 

At the invitation of the European Parliament Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home 
Affairs, a first meeting of Members of national parliaments of the EU member states and of the 
European Parliament was held in cooperation with the Bundestag and the Bundesrat on 
1 December 2020 to evaluate the activities of Eurojust. The meeting has its origins in the new 
Eurojust Regulation – Regulation (EU) 2018/1727, which has been applicable since 12 December 
2019. Under its provisions, the activities of Eurojust are to be evaluated at least once a year at an 
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interparliamentary committee meeting in the European Parliament in the presence of the 
President of the Agency. The purpose of this evaluation mechanism is to ensure that an extension 
of the powers of Eurojust is accompanied by an increase in its democratic legitimacy and that 
due account can be taken of the provisions of the Treaty of Lisbon, as was already done in the 
case of Europol through the establishment of the Joint Parliamentary Scrutiny Group.  

 
At the meeting, besides discussing the current activities of Eurojust in the context of the COVID-
19 pandemic, the Members of Parliament also focused on the Agency’s cooperation with the 
newly created European Public Prosecutor’s Office and with third countries, particularly the 
United Kingdom after Brexit. They welcomed this new forum for discussion of judicial 
cooperation in the EU as well as the opportunity to discuss best national practices and to tap new 
support options that were available through Eurojust. Eurojust was represented by its President, 
Ladislav Hamran. Didier Reynders, European Commissioner for Justice, Klaus Meyer-Cabri, Vice-
President of Eurojust, Frédéric Baab, the French Prosecutor at the European Public Prosecutor’s 
Office, Hans-Holger Herrnfeld, representing the German Presidency of the Council of the EU, and 
Rachel Yasser, Liaison Prosecutor for the United States of America at Eurojust, also took part in 
the proceedings. The Members of Parliament expressed support for the establishment of close 
cooperation between Eurojust and the newly created European Public Prosecutor’s Office, so 
that both agencies could benefit from mutual added value and generate synergies. The national 
Members of Parliament as well as the representative of the UK House of Lords argued for close 
cooperation with the United Kingdom after Brexit. From now on, an evaluation of Eurojust is to 
take place annually.  
Chair: Juan Fernando López Aguilar (European Parliament) 
Participating Members of Parliament: 59 from 21 member states as well as from the European 
Parliament  
 


